
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

MINUTES 

 

March 19, 2014 

 

The Board of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection met on March 19, 2014, beginning at 

9:00 a.m. for a tour of Midwest Refrigerated Services (MRS), located at 4704 Terminal Drive, 

McFarland WI 53558. The Board then held its official business meeting beginning at 11:00 am at 

the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, 2811 Agriculture Drive, Board 

Room, Madison, WI.  The meeting was preceded by public notice as required by s. 19.84, Stats. 

 

 

Call to Order 

 

Board Chair Andy Diercks called the meeting to order at 11:09 a.m. 

 

 

Members Present 

 

Michael Dummer, Miranda Leis, Andy Diercks, Mark Schleitwiler, Nicole Hansen, Dennis 

Badtke, John Koepke, Dean Strauss, and Doug Wolf were present.  

 

 

Minutes 

 

Motion 

 

Nicole Hansen made a motion, which was seconded by Dennis Badtke, to approve the February 

19, 2014 Board minutes. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

 

ATCP 20, 21, 29, 30, 33, 35, 40, 42, 49, 50, 71, 90, 91, 92, 94, 105, 123, 127 and 161- Minor 

and Technical Changes 

(Scope Statement) 

 

David Meany, Chief Legal Counsel for the Department, presented a scope statement to the Board 

for proposed minor and technical amendments to current DATCP rule chs. 20, 21, 29, 30, 33, 35, 

40, 42, 49, 50, 71, 90, 91, 92, 94, 105, 123, 127 and 161,  related to Seed Labeling and Sale; 

Plant Inspection and Pest Control, Pesticide Use and Control; Pesticide Product Restrictions; 

Fertilizer and Pesticide Bulk Storage; Agricultural Chemical Cleanup Program; Fertilizer and 

Related Products; Commercial Feed; Farmland Preservation; Soil and Water Resource 

Management Program;  Food Warehouses and Bulk Milk Distributors; Fair Packaging and 

Labeling; Selling Commodities by Weight, Measure or Count; Weights & Measures; Petroleum 

and Other Liquid Fuel Products; Sales Below Cost; Electronic Communication Services; Direct 

Marketing; Agricultural Development and Market Promotion.   
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The proposed rule will make technical changes (non-substantive or minor substantive changes) 

to a number of administrative code chapters administered by DATCP.   

 

Motion 

 

Dennis Badtke made a motion, which was seconded by Mike Dummer, to approve the scope 

statement relating to minor and technical rule changes affecting ATCP 20, 21, 29, 30, 33, 35, 40, 

42, 49, 50, 71, 90, 91, 92, 94, 105, 123, 127 and 161. Motion approved unanimously. 

 

 

Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) Consolidation Report 

 

Judy Cardin, Bureau Director of the Weights and Measures section within the Division of Trade 

and Consumer Protection, presented an update on the merger of the existing staff within the 

Regulation and Safety Section with positions recently transferred from the DSPS Petroleum 

Tanks Program.  

 

The approved budget recently moved 36 FTE to DATCP from DSPS, bringing the total staff 

number of the Division of Trade and Consumer Protection to 150.65 FTE, with the new Bureau 

of Weights and Measures encompassing 59.80 FTE. The new Bureau is now responsible for 

permitting and registering aboveground and underground flammable and combustible liquid 

storage tanks, maintaining a database of these storage tanks, reviewing system design plans for 

storage or dispensing system installations, modifications or upgrades, credentialing individuals 

working to install or modify storage tanks and conducting inspections of retail service stations 

and testing petroleum products.  

 

The overall goal of the consolidation of these positions was to create greater efficiencies and to 

eliminate redundancies. Thus far, the combination and cross training of these positions have 

saved roughly $582,000 in reduced position salary, saved approximately $179,500 in rent 

payment from combining the DSPS laboratories with the current DATCP laboratory, and has 

reduced redundant inspector trips to 1,500 petroleum business.  

 

The new Bureau will be modernizing the inspection procedures and tools for the inspectors and 

will work with the Legislative Reference Bureau to transfer over and renumber the DSPS rules 

relating to petroleum testing and certification. 

 

 

Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics Services (WASS) Report 

 

Greg Bussler, State Statistician, presented a PowerPoint and hand-outs to the Board relating to 

the recent release of the 2012 Census of Agriculture. The Census of Agriculture is the largest 

survey that the Wisconsin Agricultural Statistical Service (WASS) conducts surveying 3 million 

people. The survey is conducted every 5 years and is sent to farms or ranches and the people who 

operate them. 
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 Census Highlights 

o The number of Wisconsin farms and farmland dropped from 2007 to 2012. This is 

similar to other states in the US but Wisconsin had a significantly larger change in 

its numbers. 

o Wisconsin had an increase of 15% in the average size of farms with 1,000 or more 

acres. 

o Despite the drought in 2012, Wisconsin saw an increase in the market value of 

their agricultural products sold. 

o Farms earning between $250,000 to $999,999 and $1,000, 000 or more increased 

in 2012. 

 

Mr. Bussler also added that WASS recently released the Corn and Soybean County Estimates for 

2013, which is an important reference for crop insurance payments. Also released was the 

January Cattle and Milk Report along with the preliminary census numbers and price data from 

the March Farm Reporter.  

 

 

Division of Animal Health 

 

Dr. McGraw, State Veterinarian and the Division Administrator within the Division of Animal 

Health, presented an update to the Board regarding the Division’s recent activities and potential 

animal disease threats. 

 

The Department recently put on a webinar for state county fairs and 4-H associations educating 

them about the potential threat of porcine epidemic diarrhea (PED), which is a virus that first 

appeared last May and has resulted in the death of nearly 6 million pigs. At this time, Wisconsin 

has 11 confirmed cases. State officials are unsure of where exactly the virus originated but have 

determined that the virus is transmitted by fecal or oral contact and targets baby pigs, resulting in 

90% to 100% death rate within the first 6 days of contact.  

 

To reduce the possible spread of the virus, especially during the upcoming fair season, the 

Department is working with fair associations, Wisconsin Pork Association, veterinarians, animal 

truckers and animal clinics to stress the importance of utilizing bio-security practices. To be 

proactive, Dr. McGraw has issued a ban on spring fair pig weigh-ins and has urged swine 

handlers to clean all organic matter while using disinfectants and utilizing boot and truck washes 

to reduce the chances of the virus spreading and affecting more premises.   

 

The Division of Animal Health has also been working on a CWD (chronic wasting disease) 

positive deer case that occurred recently within a hunting preserve in central Wisconsin.  This is 

the first CWD positive deer that Wisconsin has had in 5 years. The Division of Animal Health 

has been working with the hunting preserve to quarantine all affected animals and to trace any 

further potential threats within the herd. 

 

 

Division of Agricultural Development Report 
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Dan Smith, Division Administrator for the Division of Agricultural Development, and Jen Pino-

Gallagher, Bureau Director, along with Enrique Gandara, Economic Development Consultant, 

presented a PowerPoint to the Board featuring the current organization and focus of the Division. 

 

The Division of Agricultural Development influences many facets of agriculture including 

farmers, farm businesses, local market development, regional market development and 

international market development. By focusing on four goals, making the best use of internal 

resources, providing unilateral support across agriculture, providing diverse assistance and 

expertise, and installing and utilizing data and reporting mechanisms, the Division aims to 

maintain and strengthen their current services, promote one agriculture movement, and expand 

its influence into currently underserved areas.  

 

 

Division of Food Safety and Farmer’s Market Report 

 

Steve Ingham, Division Administrator for the Division of Food Safety, presented a report to the 

board regarding the increasing popularity of farmer’s markets within Wisconsin and the required 

licensing and inspection of the products that appear there. 

 

Farmers’ markets are a vibrant part of the food system in many parts of the state and provide 

devotees of small-scale agriculture, local foods, and home-based food processing a marketplace 

for obtaining foods and beverages that meet their expectations. Farmers’ markets present some 

unique challenges in ensuring food safety, especially temperature control and sanitation related 

to the handling of samples and items to be consumed shortly after purchase.  The licensing and 

the inspection of farmers’ markets are crucial to helping minimize the risk of a food-borne illness 

outbreak. 

 

 

Board Member Reports 

 

Mark Schleitwiler- The construction projects at BelGioioso Cheese are wrapping up with 

cheese production beginning at both plants this month. Mark is ready for the winter to end and is 

looking forward to spring. 

  

Miranda Leis- The Organic Valley central section office rebuild wrapped up allowing 100 

people to move back into the remodeled space. The rest of the building project is expected to be 

completed in May or early June. Miranda was able to attend the Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit 

and felt it was a great event to network and always showcases informational speakers. On the 

home front, the kids are busy with archery and other sports while her husband Corey is hoping 

the weather warms up soon so he can get into the fields to start planting.  

 

Doug Wolf- Doug felt Dr. McGraw gave a good explanation of the importance of the PED virus 

and its potential threat to the hog and also beef industry. Doug invited the rest of the Board and 

the Secretary to a private screening on March 27
th

 of the documentary “Farmland” which gives 



Board of ATCP Minutes 

March 19, 2014 

Page 5 of 7 

 

 

 

viewers an intimate look into the lives of six young farmers and ranchers from across the 

country. The documentary screening is being sponsored by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau and the 

U.S. Farmers and Ranchers Alliance.  

 

Dean Strauss- Dean thanked DATCP and Midwest Refrigerated Services for the tour earlier that 

morning. Dean found it very interesting to see the global impact agriculture exports are marking 

in the market. He recently defended his title in the second annual pie eating contest hosted by the 

Professional Dairy Producers of Wisconsin (PDPW). The pie eating contest is a fundraiser event 

in which PDPW most recently raised $22,500 to support programs that train and educate dairy 

producers throughout the state. 

 

Dennis Badtke- Dennis thanked DATCP for coordinating the tour of Midwest Refrigerated 

Services that the board went on earlier that morning. 

 

Mike Dummer- Mike recently finished his meeting cycle by wrapping up 17 producer meetings 

throughout his trade area and is happy to have a break. He is looking forward to spring but is also 

thankful for the cooler weather which results in a slower snow melt allowing the ground to soak 

up more moisture. In April, Mike and is wife will be visiting Kenya, Africa to celebrate their 40
th

 

wedding anniversary and to visit their daughter who teaches in Kenya with the Peace Corps.   

 

Andy Diercks- Andy congratulated Mike on his upcoming wedding anniversary and thanked 

DATCP for the tour of Midwest Refrigerated Services that morning. Andy is looking forward to 

the Implements of Husbandry (IoH) bill passing, which sounds likely. He recently saw former 

DATCP board member Dick Cates and his son in Montana and reported that Dick is enjoying his 

time running for office. 

 

Nicole Hansen- Nicole thanked DATCP for the interesting tour of Midwest Refrigerated 

Services earlier that morning. She has been busy attending the first UW bee study meeting. The 

panel has the potential to be a national leader in future bee studies but needs more agricultural 

representatives to balance out the panel. The Cranberry Growers voted to enact an 85% producer 

allotment crop cap through a USDA marketing order which is before the USDA secretary 

currently. Nicole’s farm is busy sanding the cranberry beds to assist in managing their crop and 

maintain future yields. 

 

John Koepke- John thanked everyone the tour of Midwest Refrigerated Services that morning. 

John was supposed to be on a trip to Switzerland but his wife unexpectedly broke her collarbone 

so their trip has been postponed. John is looking forward to his wife’s improving health and 

spring to come. 

 

 

Secretary’s Report 

 

The Department has been busy keeping up to speed on the FDA’s Food Safety Modernization 

Act (FSMA) which creates 7 new rules applying to food and feed safety, handling and defense. 

Food Safety Division Administrator Steve Ingham has been in meetings and has had 
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correspondence relating to rules that cover food safety and defense while Administrator John 

Petty for the Division of Agricultural Resource Management has been focusing on the feed rules 

that can have a direct correlation to human consumption. The Food Defense rule will impact the 

agency as the food safety sanitarians are currently allowed to enter any facility as necessary for 

testing. The Food Defense rule would inhibit the department’s sanitarians from having open 

access to facilities in the hopes of preventing the possibility of an attack through milk 

contamination.  

 

The Secretary met with a stakeholder group recently to discuss the exploration of combining the 

food safety programs within DATCP and DHS (Department of Health Services). These meetings 

are preliminary and will explore the benefits and drawbacks of having one program housed 

within on Agency.  

 

The Allens Inc. foreclosure is still in process. The Department is continuing to audit producer 

claims and is working with Allen’s to gather information on what claims have been paid. 

DATCP will be filing a motion through the Department of Justice requesting that the 

approximate $50,000 security money that Allen’s posted with the state be released to the 

Department for use in the default proceeding. Allens Inc. was purchased by a new company 

during the bankruptcy proceedings but the new company did not assume any of the Allen’s debt 

related to the producer claims.  

 

The Implements of Husbandry (IoH) bill will be before the assembly tomorrow. The Department 

has received multiple drafts with requested modifications suggesting the final bill may not be 

passed as originally submitted but with the timing will be good so that farmers can begin 

utilizing the roads with their machinery in spring. Tomorrow will be the last day of the Assembly 

but the Senate will take up any unresolved legislation through April 1
st
. 

 

The Plant Industry Bureau within the Division of Agricultural Resource Management set a 

record in January for issuing the most phytosanitary export certificates ever issued in a single 

month at 1,158. Last year, the plant industry staff issued 8, 245 certificates confirming the 

inspection of roughly $870 million plant products for export.  

 

The Department’s international trade team is coordinating the Livestock and Genetics Export 

Seminar in Madison on April 8-9. Speakers will provide tools and techniques for exporting 

livestock and genetics while participants can gain greater understanding of the regulations and 

logistics required when exporting livestock and genetics. 

 

Agricultural Development division staff also recently hosted a food safety workshop, 

“Minimizing Risks to Maximize Profits in Fresh Market Vegetable Crops” on February 22. This 

workshop targeted the underserved minority farmers in Dane County areas and was sponsored by 

DATCP along with the USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant, Badgerland Financial and the Farley 

Center.  

 

The state of Wisconsin received 2.4 million dollars to utilize in 2014 to help slow the spread of 

the gypsy moth. A treatment plan was recently finalized at the national Gypsy Moth Slow-the-
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Spread Board of Directors meeting in North Carolina last month. DATCP staff held open house 

meetings for the public to learn more about this year’s gypsy moth treatment program on March 

11-13. The Public could ask questions about the treatments in their areas and learn about the 

program in general. 

 

On Tuesday, February 25
th

, the Secretary met with Consul General Baushuan Ger, Consul 

Wayne Wang and other staff from the Taiwan Economic and Cultural Center of Chicago to 

discuss the Trans Pacific Partnership and to encourage Wisconsin food companies to showcase 

our processed food products at the Food Taipei event. 

 

The Secretary also recently spoke at the Sustainability Forum on the University of Wisconsin 

campus. The Sustainability Forum allows the Office of Sustainability and members of the local 

sustainability community to discuss the impacts of climate change on Wisconsin residents and 

how our actions, adaptation and innovations can chart a new course forward. The Secretary 

urged the sustainability community to work more closely with farmers and the agriculture 

community to ensure one message is being communicated and to utilize more scientific facts. 

 

South African government officials visited the state on March 10-12 to learn from suppliers to 

Wal-Mart, and Wal-Mart itself, on how best to distribute products to a major retailer such as 

MassMart in South Africa. This trip was coordinated through the DATCP international trade 

team and the South African Consulate Office in Chicago. The Secretary gave helpful insight into 

the advantages and disadvantages of utilizing a large distributor to sell products. 

 

The Secretary recently sent a letter to USDA’s Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 

requesting their help in urging China to allow imports of Wisconsin, US dairy cattle and poultry. 

China banned American cattle imports in 2003 following the detection of a bovine spongiform 

encephalopathy positive animal in Washington State. 

 

 

Future Schedule and Agenda Items 

 

The Board is scheduled to meet May 14th in Madison. The board requested to tour a captive 

wildlife farm in the future and to view a more in depth report regarding the Census of 

Agriculture numbers and what they can be attributed to.  

 

 

Adjournment 

 

By unanimous consent, the Board adjourned at approximately 3:15pm 

 

______________________________________ 

Andy Diercks, Board Chair 

 

_______________________________________ 

Miranda Leis, Secretary 


